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The issue of rural hospital closings in the United States has been a 
major concern for policymakers, community development 
practitioners, and rural residents. The Community Facilities (CF) 
Program administered by the USDA Rural Development (USDA-RD) 
is one of the major federal programs that provides such financial 
assistance to rural hospitals. Despite the large size of CF investments 
and length of the time the program has been active, there is hardly any 
published study that has investigated the effectiveness of this program. 
The objective of the present study is to investigate the impact of the 
CF Program on rural hospital closures.  
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