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Subject of Review: 

 
Most U.S. households have consistent, dependable access to enough 
food for active, healthy living—they are food secure. However, some 
households experience food insecurity at times during the year, 
meaning their ability to acquire adequate food is limited by a lack of 
money and other resources. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) food and nutrition assistance programs aim to increase food 
security by providing low-income households access to food for a 
healthful diet, as well as nutrition education. USDA monitors the 
extent and severity of food insecurity in U.S. households through an 
annual, nationally representative survey sponsored and analyzed by 
USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS). This report presents 
statistics from the survey that cover household food security, food 
expenditures, and the use of Federal food and nutrition assistance 
programs in 2022. The prevalence of food insecurity is determined by 
many factors, including household circumstances, the economy, and 
Federal, State, and local policies. This report does not provide an 
analysis of possible causal explanations for prevalence or trends in 
food insecurity. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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