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Subject of Review:  USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Microloan program, launched in January 
2013, aims to better serve the needs of small farms, beginning farmers, niche farmers, 
and farmers from historically socially disadvantaged groups. These loans are designed 
to be more convenient and accessible to nontraditional producers, with a shortened 
and streamlined application and relaxed eligibility criteria. This research uses FSA’s 
direct loan data to examine Microloan uptake patterns by the targeted farmer groups, 
and also to analyze the impact of an outreach experiment designed to disseminate 
information about the program.   
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