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Subject of Review:  This report updates food loss estimates in U.S. supermarkets, incorporates the updated 
estimates in ERS’s Loss-Adjusted Food Availability data, and provides  information 
on food loss from produce managers, meat managers, and seafood managers.  This 
study provides updated food loss estimates for fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, poultry, 
and seafood in U.S. supermarkets obtained through a grant with the Nielsen 
Perishables Group.  This study compared supplier shipment data with point-of-sale 
data from five large national and regional supermarket retailers to identify loss in 
2011 and 2012.  Second, the study analyzes what would happen if the new estimates 
were incorporated into the ERS Loss-Adjusted Food Availability data to replace the 
currently used estimates from 2005-06.   
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