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Subject of Review: 

 
The emergence of Brazil as a major world agricultural producer of 
agricultural commodities (soybeans, corn, cotton, rice, wheat, beef, 
poultry, pork, ethanol) in addition to tropical commodities (coffee, 
sugar, citrus) has been singled out as “a great agricultural revolution” 
(Borlaug & Dowswell, 2005). Brazilian crop and livestock production 
increased fourfold over the past four decades (FAO, 2024), and Brazil 
has emerged as the top global exporter of corn, soybeans, beef, and 
chicken (USDA, FAS, 2024). Fueled by surging domestic and global 
demand for food, particularly from China, Brazil’s farm production 
has been reliant on expansion of farmland and growth in agricultural 
yields plus support from agricultural and macroeconomic policies. The 
expansion of cropland in Brazil has occurred most recently in the 
Cerrado savannah and the Amazon—the largest tropical forest in the 
world. Estimates indicate that over the past four decades 16 percent of 
forest land in the Amazon and 20 percent of the forest and grasslands 
in the Cerrado have been converted to agriculture use as of 2023 
(IBGE, 2024). 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
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